
the STAR
“We have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship Him.” 

Matthew 2:2

DECEMBER, 2016 - JANUARY, 2017

A FRIEND LOVES AT ALL TIMES

(Proverbs 17:17)

Epiphany’s International Friendship Center is quickly becoming a place where 
Americans new and old are gathering to learn from each other, with the followers of 
Jesus among them letting their light shine through good deeds that give glory to their 
Father in Heaven. 

To date we have worked with a total of 23 English-as-a-Second-Language (ESL) 
students from seven countries (Afghanistan, Albania, India, Iraq, Mexico, Myanmar, and 
Syria). The ladies with babies are taking advantage of the childcare and the children are 
adjusting to being away from their mother, many for the first time. We have wonderful 
volunteers—17 in all, 12 members from Epiphany and 5 from the local community. 

We do have some challenges. First, many ESL students need more hours than we can 
provide. New refugees into the country need 18-20 hours a week to keep their benefits, 
which would require three or more class periods per week. Transportation is also a 
challenge. Many of the students cannot drive and we have limited volunteer drivers. 

Amid these challenges, we are confident that God will continue to lead us forward in this 
endeavor. We remember that our primary goal in this work is to build relationships with 
some of our new American neighbors, striving—sometimes clumsily—to demonstrate to 
them the love of Jesus, their Lord, and ours.  

Many thanks to Rhonda Jones for leading our ESL Class.
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“We are one family of growing 
followers of Jesus seeking 
the good of our church and 
community by channeling 
service to the students, 
families, and staff of Woerner 
Elementary School”

Epiphany Lutheran Church
4045 Holly Hills Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63116
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DECEMBER-JANUARY NEWSLETTER

A VERY GRINCH-Y CHRISTMAS

Advent is a time of waiting and hoping. For centuries Christians have used  
this time to reflect on the coming of Jesus Christ into the world. We are waiting 
for our “Emmanuel… God with us.” German Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer said:  
“A prison cell, in which one waits, hopes – and is completely dependent on the 
 fact that the door of freedom has to be opened from the outside, is not a bad 
picture of Advent.”

For some of us, thinking about Advent as a prison cell may be difficult as we 
think about the joy of Christmas, family, and gifts. For others of us, the season of 
Advent and Christmas may seem like that prison cell that Bonhoeffer mentions. 
For various reasons, some people struggle with this Advent season because they 
don’t have much to look forward to. Perhaps this season holds a bit of darkness 
because of the loss of a loved one or disconnection from family. For this reason, 
some people end up adopting a “Grinch-y” spirit. This series attempts to address 
the factors that lead to “Grinchyness.” 

During the Sundays in Advent, Dr. Seuss’ famous book, “How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas,” will help us explore the importance of community this Advent season. 
We will watch movie clips from both the 1957 version of the movie, as well as 
the 2000 version. 

We thank our Fourth Year Seminary Student, Pastor-in-Training Travis Ferguson 
for sharing this theme with us, which he developed into a series of sermons 
during his vicarage (pastoral internship) last year. 



PRAYER REQUESTS

To be a part of the Prayer Chain
contact Karen Slama at (314) 353.2396.

Homebound
Bonnie Crites
Donna Reek
Emilee Sutherlin
Dorothy Zickler 
Kurt & Kathy Zickler

For God’s grace, health & healing 
Vince Birkman
Ken Braniecki (Lisa Birkman’s father) 
Carolyn Gluesenkamp
Kirk Johnson
Vickie Matta
Rod Schury
The Miyazaki & Terral Family (expecting a baby)

Serving as Police Officers
Jonathan Baublitz (Desiree Stout’s brother)
Andrew Kleffner
Mark McMurry

Serving in Military 
Patrick Coil (Mary Kay Sansone’s son) 
Paul Frederich (Shirley Frederich’s grandson)
Aaron Schenone 
David Wheeler (Judy Langdon’s son-in-law)
Adam Welch 
James Welch (Michele’s husband) 

Kathy Zickler ..............December 1 
Paul Gallo ...................December 1
John Tate Sr. ..............December 1
Michael Williams, Jr. .December 2
Braden Vallejo ...........December 2
Josiah Zeigler ............December 3
Tiffany Orr ...................December 4
Mike Meyer .................December 8
Dan Friel .....................December 8
Anna Horton ...............December 9
David Richert .......... December 11
Linda Meyer ............. December 13
Susanna Boeyink ... December 20
Barbara Troup ......... December 21
Amy Zeigler ............. December 22
Ron Diederichs....... December 23
Heather Marcee ..... December 24
Judy Langdon .......... December 25
Adam Welch ........... December 26
Aaron Reynolds ...... December 27
Donata Berg ............ December 30
Jay Marvin  ............... December 30
Youssef Matta ................. January 1
Hunter Aussieker ........... January 2
Rachel Atkinson ............. January 3
Charles Marvin................ January 7
Judy Eickhoff .................January 15
William Horton ..............January 16
George Goetz ...............January 17
Lynn Goetz ....................January 17
Kaitlyn Piloski ................January 18
Christine Laughlin ........January 19
Henry Spain ...................January 20
Andrea Barnett .............January 22
Kirk Johnson .................January 22
Deby Doerhoff ..............January 23
Tom Slama ....................January 23
Cheryl LaJeuness .........January 26
Anthony Stout................January 27
Stephanie Kasznel .......January 28
Angela Fischer ..............January 31

Petraq & Rajmonda Mitre.......Dec 12
Jack & Britney Hawk ...............Dec 19
Robert & Thelma Dehn ...........Dec 23

Charles & Judy Marvin ..............Jan 14
David & Lynn Dancha ...............Jan 20
Marsel & Emanuela Cuka ........Jan 25

I OFFER THIS PRAYER

IN THE NAME OF 

JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD

AMEN

FROM THE PASTOR

DO YOU SEE WHAT I  SEE?

Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man 
said to him, “Rabbi, that I see.” (Mark 10:51)

Everywhere I look I see the people who gather at Epiphany doing good in 
the name of Jesus.

I see photos telling the story of teamwork to pull off a month’s worth of 
special activities and services to celebrate the congregation’s first 75 
years in anticipation of the years to come. 

I see them giving their time, treasure, and talent to earth-and-neighbor-
caring tasks like preparing flower beds around the building for winter 
and outfitting that same building with new plumbing, new phones, and 
a new multi-function super-printer. I see them organizing shelves, 
setting up tables, and sweeping floors; preparing background checks 
and balancing our checkbook; writing grants and newsletter articles. I 
see them sharing warm coats, frozen meals, and heart-felt smiles.   

I see them serve a lunch for a family after their loved one’s funeral. I see 
them work together to hand out fifteen hundred gift bags on Hallow’s 
Eve, each with a note that says: “Jesus loves you … and so do we.” 

I see dedicated leaders, teachers, tutors, childcare workers, drivers 
and snack providers serving over 20 English-as-a-Second-Language 
students and over 80 Woerner Elementary School student ballerinas who 
visit our building on Wednesdays, along with support groups and Bible 
studies that meet almost every other day of the week.

I see parents and grandparents dedicated to raising mature followers 
of Jesus, working with their children through ambitious Sunday School 
craft-projects, preparation for First Communion, inspiring youth-retreats, 
and a Saturday-morning tree-planting party. 

Over the last two years, I’ve seen long-standing members warmly 
welcome countless visitors, four seminary fieldworkers and their families, 
plus 23 new households—55 new individual members to Epiphany—from 
newborns to ninety year-olds, who bring fresh perspectives and passions 
for mission and ministry. 

I see a seventy-five year old congregation, convinced that she is 
experiencing a God-given re-birth, unanimously vote to take a risky “loss” 
in financial investments to transfer them into people investments, starting 
with a vicar (pastoral intern) for next year, with other plans on the horizon, 
eager to see how God will create incalculable gains for His Kingdom.  

I see Him who began this good work in you carrying it to completion at the 
Day of Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1:6–7)

In Him,
Pastor Zeigler
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T WO ARE BETTER THAN ONE

“Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil” 
(Ecclesiastes 4:9)

Community outreach is intensely gratifying.  Helping neighbors not only promotes 
good relationships and fosters goodwill, but we can also see firsthand the positive 
impacts of our labors. At the same time, such work can be daunting, especially 
where the needs of our neighbors outstrip the capacity of Epiphany’s ability to 
immediately provide.  In such cases, community partnerships are important.

Woerner Elementary, like many SLPS schools, faces challenges in the effort to 
meet the daily educational and welfare needs of more than 380 students. Among 
these challenges is the need to provide a shaded, safe place for students to play 
while conserving costs related to grounds care.  As with many urban schools, the 
choice was made some time ago to pave the back lawn of the school with asphalt 
to reduce maintenance costs, leaving wells open around the existing trees.  As 
time has gone on, many of these trees have aged, become diseased and had to be 
removed. More recently, a mulberry tree near the school garden was broken in the 
storms last year.  It was the loss of this tree that prompted principal Peggy Meyer to 
ask Pastor Zeigler whether the church could help them replace their missing trees.

Quality trees are expensive, and Epiphany does not run a nursery of its own, so at 
first blush this sort of request is not one we could easily fulfill.  Fortunately, we are 
not serving the St. Louis community alone!  Since 1993, Forest ReLeaf of Missouri 
(FRM) has served the St. Louis community as a not-for-profit tree nursery, providing 
healthy, native trees to community organizations throughout the metropolitan 
region at no charge. Through the FRM “Project CommuniTree” program, Epiphany 
requested and was granted eight trees - two river birches and six white oaks - to 
replace the trees lost on the Woerner’s grounds.  In addition, the Missouri Botanical 
Garden’s Education team contributed shovels, gloves and mulch to the project.

On October 22nd, with gloves on and shovels in hand, twelve volunteers 
representing Epiphany and Woerner gathered on Woerner’s side lot.  An hour 
later, the trees were planted, mulched and watered!  Mission accomplished!  Over 
the coming years, we hope to watch these trees grow, tall and strong, to provide 
Woerner students with green, shaded places to play and learn.  Many thanks to all 
who came out to help!

Story provided by Jennifer Hartley, Epiphany Member and Senior Supervisor of 
School Programs at The Missouri Botanical Garden”

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Offering Envelopes for 2017
are in the narthex, ready to be taken home. Please do not use any 
leftover 2016 envelopes during 2017. 

Sharing Tree 
The Sharing Tree is in the narthex. Take as many ornaments as 
you’re able to fulfill, purchase the item, & return it under the tree, 
with ornaments attached, by Dec. 11th. 

Cookie Sale – Dec. 11th 
sponsored by the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League (LWML), to raise money for missions at 
home & abroad. Please donate a batch or 2 of 
your favorite cookies. Then you can select your 
own assortment at $7 a pound. 

Valentine Gift Sale – Feb 12th 
The Willing Hands group is asking for 
homemade treats and craft items with a 
Valentine flair to sell at a fundraising event 
on Sunday, February 12. Anything from 
cookies, candy, small breads and other 
treats to other hand-crafted items can be 
donated. Please have your items at church 
by Saturday, February, 11th.

GROWING TOGETHER IN THE WORD

Tuesdays, 6:30 a.m. 
Men’s Bible Study at Panera on Loughborough & I-55

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. 
Women’s Bible Study at Epiphany, restarts in January

Sundays, 11 a.m. 
Children K-5 –  We will using our Advent Trees the congregation 

has helped us construct to practice home devotions  
to help us unwrap the Greatest Gift. 

Third Thursdays, 7 p.m. 
Man Cave: darts, washers, food, brotherhood

OUR STEWARDSHIP

Offerings
Average weekly offerings, Aug – Nov 2016: $2,166
Average weekly offerings needed to support the budget: 
$2,466

Attendance 
Average weekly worship attendance, Aug – Nov 2016: 101

SCHEDULES

DATE

12/4

12/11

12/18

12/24

12/24

12/25

1/1

1/8

1/15

 1/22

1/29

ACOLYTE

Will Barnett

Brianna Meyer

Elise Zeigler

Will Barnett

Josiah Zeigler

Brianna Meyer

Alex Pfeuffer

Elise Zeigler

Susy Boeyink

Will Barnett

Hannah Hawk

ELDERS 

Rod Horton

Bill Dorsam

Derek Perry

Chris Pfeuffer

Rich Berg

Derek Perry

Chris Hartley

Chris Pfeuffer

 Rod Horton

Rich Berg

Derek Perry

ALTAR GUILD

Lynn Goetz 

and 

Judy Marvin

Shirley 
Frederich 

and 

Carol 
Neimeier

GREETERS

Emanuela & Marsel Cuka

Ambrosia Ave-Lallemant

Riley Voss

Andrea Barnett

 Lisa & Vince Birkman

Judy Roeder

Rasheedah & Tim Krus

Pat & Fred Wachter

 Jennifer & Chris Hartley

Algerta Kuzhilla

Christine & Chris Tongay
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IF  YOU COULD TELL 1,500 KIDS ONE THING?

We pondered this question last month and decided on this: Jesus loves 
you … and so do we … from the people of Epiphany Lutheran Church.

We worked together to make preparations and then gathered on 
Hallow’s Eve to make it happen. Everything we did that evening was 
designed to reinforce that simple message: offering hot cider, porta-
potties, and a hand-washing station; a hay-bale photo backdrop, first 
aid, and lost-and-found. We did it to demonstrate, if only in a small way, 
the love of Jesus for all people, including our neighborhood.  

Many thanks to Travis Ferguson, who led the effort, and to everyone 
else who was involved! 



EVENT DETAILS

Midweek Advent Services – working with our sister congregation, St. Trinity Lutheran, we’ll offer two 
services on Nov 30, Dec 7, 14, and 21.
At St. Trinity (517 Koeln Ave., 63111) – 11:30 a.m. fellowship meal, 12 p.m., worship 
At Epiphany – 5:30 p.m., fellowship meal; 6:45 p.m., worship

Christmas Party – 11 am, Dec 11th, sponsored by Thrivent Financial. Bring a dish to share (meat will be 
provided). We’ll sing carols and play a gift exchange game—bring an inexpensive, wrapped gift to add to 
the fun. Everyone is welcome.

ESL and Woerner Ballet (through Jan) on Wednesdays
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

December

January

Church Council
7 p.m. Epiphany 

Church Council
7 p.m. Epiphany

Board of Elders
5 p.m. Epiphany
Advent Worship
12 p.m. Trinity 
6:45 p.m. Epiphany

Men’s Bible Study
6:30 a.m. Panera

Men’s Bible Study
6:30 a.m. Panera

Men’s Bible Study
6:30 a.m. Panera

Men’s Bible Study
6:30 a.m. Panera

Men’s Bible Study
6:30 a.m. Panera

Men’s Bible Study
6:30 a.m. Panera

Men’s Bible Study
6:30 a.m. Panera

Men’s Bible Study
6:30 a.m. Panera

Frozen Meal Prep 
10:00 a.m. – Epiphany 

Decorate for 
Christmas 
9:00 a.m. – Epiphany 

Children’s Program 
5:30 p.m. – Epiphany 

Candlelight Service 
11:00 p.m. – Epiphany

Advent Worship
12 p.m. Trinity 
6:45 p.m. Epiphany

Advent Worship
12 p.m. Trinity 
6:45 p.m. Epiphany

NEW OUTREACH: FOUNDATIONS

Starting in January 2017, Epiphany will launch a new social ministry outreach designed for Woerner School 
families, Epiphany families, as well as the surrounding community. Join us in this ground-breaking series, 
Foundations: empowering individuals, fortifying families, creating communities. 

We’ll begin with a FREE MEAL, followed by an education hour where adults will be engaged in topics that are 
crucial to the development of our children, homes, and communities. Students (K–5) will enjoy special elective 
courses taught by professionals. For children under 5 years of age, we will provide free childcare while the 
parent attends the class (note: a parent/guardian is required to be on site at all times). 

Student electives will run through the entire series. Each session will build on the skills from the previous month, 
so children will register for one course and develop their skills in that area. Free student electives include 
Chess, Cup Stacking, Dance, and Ceramics. Parent topics are listed in the included schedule.

Foundations will be hosted monthly on the last Wednesday night, January – May. Free dinner will be served 
from 5:45 – 6:45 pm. Classes begin promptly at 7 and conclude at 8.

RESCUED

Rescued was the theme for the Jr High Retreat we attended the last 
month. Twelve of our own church family joined 350 other youth and 
youth mentors from around the state to worship, pray, sing and play. 
We were reminded of God our Father’s work through his Son, Jesus 
Christ, to rescue us from darkness and move us into His kingdom—
the Kingdom of His beloved Son where we have redemption and 
forgiveness (Colossians 1:13-14). It was a fantastic weekend! We 
have been blessed with some wonderful students. Next Sunday, sit 
down next to one of our kids and spend some time with them. I know 
you will be delighted and blessed by their silliness and sincerity, and 
they likewise will be blessed by you.  

Thank you for supporting us on this trip and special thanks to Jennifer 
Hartley and Britney Hawk for tagging along with me!  

Paul Terral
Director of Youth-and-Family Ministry
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Christmas Party and 
Cookie Sale
11 a.m. Epiphany 

Christmas Day  
Service
9:30 a.m. Epiphany 

Potluck
11:00 a.m. Epiphany 

Game Day
11:00 a.m. Epiphany 

Woerner Caroling  
for Epiphany
10 a.m. – Epiphany
Man Cave Fellowship
7 p.m. – Epiphany 

Bible Class
10 a.m. – Epiphany

Bible Class
10 a.m. – Epiphany

Bible Class
10 a.m. – Epiphany

Bible Class
10 a.m. – Epiphany

Take Down 
Decorations
9:00 a.m. – Epiphany 

Foundations Dinner 
and Classes
5:45 p.m. – Epiphany 

DATE TOPIC SPEAKER

January 25 Digital Media Technology West County Psychological

February 22 Relationships Angie Walston – Maryville University

March 29 Help Your Student Excel TBD

April 26 Health and Wellness TBD

May 31 Interactive Community Rev. Micah Glenn – The Hope Center

Fifth graders at Woerner Elementary

Board of Elders
5 p.m. Epiphany
Women’s Bible Study 
6:30 p.m. Epiphany

Women’s Bible Study 
6:30 p.m. Epiphany

Women’s Bible Study 
6:30 p.m. Epiphany
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Bible Class
10 a.m. – Epiphany 
LWML Meeting
11 a.m. – Epiphany 
Man Cave Fellowship
7 p.m. – Epiphany

Bible Class
10 a.m. – Epiphany
Willing Hands meeting
11 a.m. – Epiphany
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Midweek Advent Services – working with our sister congregation, St. Trinity Lutheran, we’ll offer two 
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provided). We’ll sing carols and play a gift exchange game—bring an inexpensive, wrapped gift to add to 
the fun. Everyone is welcome.
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Starting in January 2017, Epiphany will launch a new social ministry outreach designed for Woerner School 
families, Epiphany families, as well as the surrounding community. Join us in this ground-breaking series, 
Foundations: empowering individuals, fortifying families, creating communities. 

We’ll begin with a FREE MEAL, followed by an education hour where adults will be engaged in topics that are 
crucial to the development of our children, homes, and communities. Students (K–5) will enjoy special elective 
courses taught by professionals. For children under 5 years of age, we will provide free childcare while the 
parent attends the class (note: a parent/guardian is required to be on site at all times). 

Student electives will run through the entire series. Each session will build on the skills from the previous month, 
so children will register for one course and develop their skills in that area. Free student electives include 
Chess, Cup Stacking, Dance, and Ceramics. Parent topics are listed in the included schedule.

Foundations will be hosted monthly on the last Wednesday night, January – May. Free dinner will be served 
from 5:45 – 6:45 pm. Classes begin promptly at 7 and conclude at 8.

RESCUED

Rescued was the theme for the Jr High Retreat we attended the last 
month. Twelve of our own church family joined 350 other youth and 
youth mentors from around the state to worship, pray, sing and play. 
We were reminded of God our Father’s work through his Son, Jesus 
Christ, to rescue us from darkness and move us into His kingdom—
the Kingdom of His beloved Son where we have redemption and 
forgiveness (Colossians 1:13-14). It was a fantastic weekend! We 
have been blessed with some wonderful students. Next Sunday, sit 
down next to one of our kids and spend some time with them. I know 
you will be delighted and blessed by their silliness and sincerity, and 
they likewise will be blessed by you.  

Thank you for supporting us on this trip and special thanks to Jennifer 
Hartley and Britney Hawk for tagging along with me!  

Paul Terral
Director of Youth-and-Family Ministry
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T WO ARE BETTER THAN ONE

“Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil” 
(Ecclesiastes 4:9)

Community outreach is intensely gratifying.  Helping neighbors not only promotes 
good relationships and fosters goodwill, but we can also see firsthand the positive 
impacts of our labors. At the same time, such work can be daunting, especially 
where the needs of our neighbors outstrip the capacity of Epiphany’s ability to 
immediately provide.  In such cases, community partnerships are important.

Woerner Elementary, like many SLPS schools, faces challenges in the effort to 
meet the daily educational and welfare needs of more than 380 students. Among 
these challenges is the need to provide a shaded, safe place for students to play 
while conserving costs related to grounds care.  As with many urban schools, the 
choice was made some time ago to pave the back lawn of the school with asphalt 
to reduce maintenance costs, leaving wells open around the existing trees.  As 
time has gone on, many of these trees have aged, become diseased and had to be 
removed. More recently, a mulberry tree near the school garden was broken in the 
storms last year.  It was the loss of this tree that prompted principal Peggy Meyer to 
ask Pastor Zeigler whether the church could help them replace their missing trees.

Quality trees are expensive, and Epiphany does not run a nursery of its own, so at 
first blush this sort of request is not one we could easily fulfill.  Fortunately, we are 
not serving the St. Louis community alone!  Since 1993, Forest ReLeaf of Missouri 
(FRM) has served the St. Louis community as a not-for-profit tree nursery, providing 
healthy, native trees to community organizations throughout the metropolitan 
region at no charge. Through the FRM “Project CommuniTree” program, Epiphany 
requested and was granted eight trees - two river birches and six white oaks - to 
replace the trees lost on the Woerner’s grounds.  In addition, the Missouri Botanical 
Garden’s Education team contributed shovels, gloves and mulch to the project.

On October 22nd, with gloves on and shovels in hand, twelve volunteers 
representing Epiphany and Woerner gathered on Woerner’s side lot.  An hour 
later, the trees were planted, mulched and watered!  Mission accomplished!  Over 
the coming years, we hope to watch these trees grow, tall and strong, to provide 
Woerner students with green, shaded places to play and learn.  Many thanks to all 
who came out to help!

Story provided by Jennifer Hartley, Epiphany Member and Senior Supervisor of 
School Programs at The Missouri Botanical Garden”

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Offering Envelopes for 2017
are in the narthex, ready to be taken home. Please do not use any 
leftover 2016 envelopes during 2017. 

Sharing Tree 
The Sharing Tree is in the narthex. Take as many ornaments as 
you’re able to fulfill, purchase the item, & return it under the tree, 
with ornaments attached, by Dec. 11th. 

Cookie Sale – Dec. 11th 
sponsored by the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League (LWML), to raise money for missions at 
home & abroad. Please donate a batch or 2 of 
your favorite cookies. Then you can select your 
own assortment at $7 a pound. 

Valentine Gift Sale – Feb 12th 
The Willing Hands group is asking for 
homemade treats and craft items with a 
Valentine flair to sell at a fundraising event 
on Sunday, February 12. Anything from 
cookies, candy, small breads and other 
treats to other hand-crafted items can be 
donated. Please have your items at church 
by Saturday, February, 11th.

GROWING TOGETHER IN THE WORD

Tuesdays, 6:30 a.m. 
Men’s Bible Study at Panera on Loughborough & I-55

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. 
Women’s Bible Study at Epiphany, restarts in January

Sundays, 11 a.m. 
Children K-5 –  We will using our Advent Trees the congregation 

has helped us construct to practice home devotions  
to help us unwrap the Greatest Gift. 

Third Thursdays, 7 p.m. 
Man Cave: darts, washers, food, brotherhood

OUR STEWARDSHIP

Offerings
Average weekly offerings, Aug – Nov 2016: $2,166
Average weekly offerings needed to support the budget: 
$2,466

Attendance 
Average weekly worship attendance, Aug – Nov 2016: 101

SCHEDULES

DATE

12/4

12/11

12/18

12/24

12/24

12/25

1/1

1/8

1/15

 1/22

1/29

ACOLYTE

Will Barnett

Brianna Meyer

Elise Zeigler

Will Barnett

Josiah Zeigler

Brianna Meyer

Alex Pfeuffer

Elise Zeigler

Susy Boeyink

Will Barnett

Hannah Hawk

ELDERS 

Rod Horton

Bill Dorsam

Derek Perry

Chris Pfeuffer

Rich Berg

Derek Perry

Chris Hartley

Chris Pfeuffer

 Rod Horton

Rich Berg

Derek Perry

ALTAR GUILD

Lynn Goetz 

and 

Judy Marvin

Shirley 
Frederich 

and 

Carol 
Neimeier

GREETERS

Emanuela & Marsel Cuka

Ambrosia Ave-Lallemant

Riley Voss

Andrea Barnett

 Lisa & Vince Birkman

Judy Roeder

Rasheedah & Tim Krus

Pat & Fred Wachter

 Jennifer & Chris Hartley

Algerta Kuzhilla

Christine & Chris Tongay
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IF  YOU COULD TELL 1,500 KIDS ONE THING?

We pondered this question last month and decided on this: Jesus loves 
you … and so do we … from the people of Epiphany Lutheran Church.

We worked together to make preparations and then gathered on 
Hallow’s Eve to make it happen. Everything we did that evening was 
designed to reinforce that simple message: offering hot cider, porta-
potties, and a hand-washing station; a hay-bale photo backdrop, first 
aid, and lost-and-found. We did it to demonstrate, if only in a small way, 
the love of Jesus for all people, including our neighborhood.  

Many thanks to Travis Ferguson, who led the effort, and to everyone 
else who was involved! 



PRAYER REQUESTS

To be a part of the Prayer Chain
contact Karen Slama at (314) 353.2396.

Homebound
Bonnie Crites
Donna Reek
Emilee Sutherlin
Dorothy Zickler 
Kurt & Kathy Zickler

For God’s grace, health & healing 
Vince Birkman
Ken Braniecki (Lisa Birkman’s father) 
Carolyn Gluesenkamp
Kirk Johnson
Vickie Matta
Rod Schury
The Miyazaki & Terral Family (expecting a baby)

Serving as Police Officers
Jonathan Baublitz (Desiree Stout’s brother)
Andrew Kleffner
Mark McMurry

Serving in Military 
Patrick Coil (Mary Kay Sansone’s son) 
Paul Frederich (Shirley Frederich’s grandson)
Aaron Schenone 
David Wheeler (Judy Langdon’s son-in-law)
Adam Welch 
James Welch (Michele’s husband) 

Kathy Zickler ..............December 1 
Paul Gallo ...................December 1
John Tate Sr. ..............December 1
Michael Williams, Jr. .December 2
Braden Vallejo ...........December 2
Josiah Zeigler ............December 3
Tiffany Orr ...................December 4
Mike Meyer .................December 8
Dan Friel .....................December 8
Anna Horton ...............December 9
David Richert .......... December 11
Linda Meyer ............. December 13
Susanna Boeyink ... December 20
Barbara Troup ......... December 21
Amy Zeigler ............. December 22
Ron Diederichs....... December 23
Heather Marcee ..... December 24
Judy Langdon .......... December 25
Adam Welch ........... December 26
Aaron Reynolds ...... December 27
Donata Berg ............ December 30
Jay Marvin  ............... December 30
Youssef Matta ................. January 1
Hunter Aussieker ........... January 2
Rachel Atkinson ............. January 3
Charles Marvin................ January 7
Judy Eickhoff .................January 15
William Horton ..............January 16
George Goetz ...............January 17
Lynn Goetz ....................January 17
Kaitlyn Piloski ................January 18
Christine Laughlin ........January 19
Henry Spain ...................January 20
Andrea Barnett .............January 22
Kirk Johnson .................January 22
Deby Doerhoff ..............January 23
Tom Slama ....................January 23
Cheryl LaJeuness .........January 26
Anthony Stout................January 27
Stephanie Kasznel .......January 28
Angela Fischer ..............January 31

Petraq & Rajmonda Mitre.......Dec 12
Jack & Britney Hawk ...............Dec 19
Robert & Thelma Dehn ...........Dec 23

Charles & Judy Marvin ..............Jan 14
David & Lynn Dancha ...............Jan 20
Marsel & Emanuela Cuka ........Jan 25

I OFFER THIS PRAYER

IN THE NAME OF 

JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD

AMEN

FROM THE PASTOR

DO YOU SEE WHAT I  SEE?

Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man 
said to him, “Rabbi, that I see.” (Mark 10:51)

Everywhere I look I see the people who gather at Epiphany doing good in 
the name of Jesus.

I see photos telling the story of teamwork to pull off a month’s worth of 
special activities and services to celebrate the congregation’s first 75 
years in anticipation of the years to come. 

I see them giving their time, treasure, and talent to earth-and-neighbor-
caring tasks like preparing flower beds around the building for winter 
and outfitting that same building with new plumbing, new phones, and 
a new multi-function super-printer. I see them organizing shelves, 
setting up tables, and sweeping floors; preparing background checks 
and balancing our checkbook; writing grants and newsletter articles. I 
see them sharing warm coats, frozen meals, and heart-felt smiles.   

I see them serve a lunch for a family after their loved one’s funeral. I see 
them work together to hand out fifteen hundred gift bags on Hallow’s 
Eve, each with a note that says: “Jesus loves you … and so do we.” 

I see dedicated leaders, teachers, tutors, childcare workers, drivers 
and snack providers serving over 20 English-as-a-Second-Language 
students and over 80 Woerner Elementary School student ballerinas who 
visit our building on Wednesdays, along with support groups and Bible 
studies that meet almost every other day of the week.

I see parents and grandparents dedicated to raising mature followers 
of Jesus, working with their children through ambitious Sunday School 
craft-projects, preparation for First Communion, inspiring youth-retreats, 
and a Saturday-morning tree-planting party. 

Over the last two years, I’ve seen long-standing members warmly 
welcome countless visitors, four seminary fieldworkers and their families, 
plus 23 new households—55 new individual members to Epiphany—from 
newborns to ninety year-olds, who bring fresh perspectives and passions 
for mission and ministry. 

I see a seventy-five year old congregation, convinced that she is 
experiencing a God-given re-birth, unanimously vote to take a risky “loss” 
in financial investments to transfer them into people investments, starting 
with a vicar (pastoral intern) for next year, with other plans on the horizon, 
eager to see how God will create incalculable gains for His Kingdom.  

I see Him who began this good work in you carrying it to completion at the 
Day of Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1:6–7)

In Him,
Pastor Zeigler
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the STAR“We have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship Him.” 

Matthew 2:2

DECEMBER, 2016 - JANUARY, 2017

A FRIEND LOVES AT ALL TIMES

(Proverbs 17:17)

Epiphany’s International Friendship Center is quickly becoming a place where 
Americans new and old are gathering to learn from each other, with the followers of 
Jesus among them letting their light shine through good deeds that give glory to their 
Father in Heaven. 

To date we have worked with a total of 23 English-as-a-Second-Language (ESL) 
students from seven countries (Afghanistan, Albania, India, Iraq, Mexico, Myanmar, and 
Syria). The ladies with babies are taking advantage of the childcare and the children are 
adjusting to being away from their mother, many for the first time. We have wonderful 
volunteers—17 in all, 12 members from Epiphany and 5 from the local community. 

We do have some challenges. First, many ESL students need more hours than we can 
provide. New refugees into the country need 18-20 hours a week to keep their benefits, 
which would require three or more class periods per week. Transportation is also a 
challenge. Many of the students cannot drive and we have limited volunteer drivers. 

Amid these challenges, we are confident that God will continue to lead us forward in this 
endeavor. We remember that our primary goal in this work is to build relationships with 
some of our new American neighbors, striving—sometimes clumsily—to demonstrate to 
them the love of Jesus, their Lord, and ours.  

Many thanks to Rhonda Jones for leading our ESL Class.
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VISION

“We are one family of growing 
followers of Jesus seeking 
the good of our church and 
community by channeling 
service to the students, 
families, and staff of Woerner 
Elementary School”

Epiphany Lutheran Church
4045 Holly Hills Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63116
Office: (314) 752-7065
Fax: (314) 752-7066
Rev. Dr. Michael W. Zeigler
pastorzeigler@sbcglobal.net
epiphanylutheran@sbcglobal.net
epiphany-stl.org

Sunday Worship: 9:30 am
Fellowship: 10:45 am
Growth in the Word: 11:00 am
Sunday School: 11:00 am
Fourth Sunday Fellowship
Potluck: 11:00 am

4045 Holly Hills Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63116

Return Service Requested

DECEMBER-JANUARY NEWSLETTER

A VERY GRINCH-Y CHRISTMAS

Advent is a time of waiting and hoping. For centuries Christians have used  
this time to reflect on the coming of Jesus Christ into the world. We are waiting 
for our “Emmanuel… God with us.” German Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer said:  
“A prison cell, in which one waits, hopes – and is completely dependent on the 
 fact that the door of freedom has to be opened from the outside, is not a bad 
picture of Advent.”

For some of us, thinking about Advent as a prison cell may be difficult as we 
think about the joy of Christmas, family, and gifts. For others of us, the season of 
Advent and Christmas may seem like that prison cell that Bonhoeffer mentions. 
For various reasons, some people struggle with this Advent season because they 
don’t have much to look forward to. Perhaps this season holds a bit of darkness 
because of the loss of a loved one or disconnection from family. For this reason, 
some people end up adopting a “Grinch-y” spirit. This series attempts to address 
the factors that lead to “Grinchyness.” 

During the Sundays in Advent, Dr. Seuss’ famous book, “How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas,” will help us explore the importance of community this Advent season. 
We will watch movie clips from both the 1957 version of the movie, as well as 
the 2000 version. 

We thank our Fourth Year Seminary Student, Pastor-in-Training Travis Ferguson 
for sharing this theme with us, which he developed into a series of sermons 
during his vicarage (pastoral internship) last year. 


