
the STAR
“We have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship Him.” 

Matthew 2:2

OCTOBER - NOVEMBER, 2016

REjOiCE,  O PilgRiM ThRONg!
“Here we do not have an enduring city. But we are looking for the city that is to come” 
(Hebrews 13:14). On September 4th, we walked through 75 years of history. From 
the cafeteria at Woerner School, to the church basement, to our present sanctuary, 
we remembered that we are a pilgrim 
people sent forward on a mission to bring 
all people in to the coming City of God. 
Thank you to everyone who had a part 
in making this such a memorable and 
worshipful service!
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VisiON
“We are one family of growing 
followers of Jesus seeking 
the good of our church and 
community by channeling 
service to the students, 
families, and staff of Woerner 
Elementary School”

Epiphany Lutheran Church
4045 Holly Hills Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63116
Office: (314) 752-7065
Fax: (314) 752-7066
Rev. Dr. Michael W. Zeigler
pastorzeigler@sbcglobal.net
epiphanylutheran@sbcglobal.net
epiphany-stl.org

Sunday Worship: 9:30 am
Fellowship: 10:45 am
Growth in the Word: 11:00 am
Sunday School: 11:00 am
Fourth Sunday Fellowship
Potluck: 11:00 am

Woerner 1943

Woerner to Epiphany 1948

Epiphany 1950’s

Woerner 2016

Woerner to Epiphany 2016

Epiphany 2016

The Lutheran High South Lancer Singers sang for 
Jesus at Epiphany’s celebration service on Sept 25th. 
Lancer Singers is an advanced performing choral 
class emphasizing development of musicianship, ear 
training, sight singing and vocal skills



FROM ThE PasTOR

My FORT
You can’t live without a fort. Growing up, fabricating forts 
was among my favorite pastimes. For almost every game we 
played in the basement or backyard, on snow days or on a hike 
through the woods behind our house, first things came first: 
fortifications. 

My brother Matt and I would build forts out of broken branches 
and used tires, into snow drifts on the side of the garage, with 
cardboard boxes, pillows and blankets suspended between the 
orange sofa and green armchair in the basement. Sometimes 
we’d see how big we could build them. Sometimes we’d 
construct a vast network of mini-forts for our G.I. Joe’s between 
the railroad ties that shaped our family garden. With a good fort, 
you need not fear the terror of a surprise snowball attack. You 
had a place to stash your hoard of candy from Halloween; a 
place to sit quietly and whittle a stick while contemplating the universe. 

“His promised mercy is my fort,” is how some English translations render a 
line from the third verse of Martin Luther’s hymn, “From the Depths of Woe,” 
a paraphrase of Psalm 130, written in 1523. The word used by the German 
language-crafting ex-monk was Hort. There are at least two meanings of the 
word. First, Hort indicates your treasure, your hoard. And by relation, it’s the 
safe place where you stash it. 

Almost as much as little boys love building forts, Christians love building 
sanctuaries. Having a stately church building offers some security for a 
congregation. As I read the newsletters of Epiphany from the 1940’s, I see a 
tension. From one perspective I see a pilgrim people who gather in a school 
basement. With or without a building, Jesus called them together on His 
mission. From another perspective, I see a people anxious to be settled. And 
when the building project was complete, they declared it a “Monument to 
God.” If I were in their situation, I think it would have been tempting to see that 
building as the Hort—the place we stash our hoard. 

In Luther’s hymn, what is the fort? It’s God’s “promised mercy.” Jesus, God’s 
true Word, promises me … mercy. He is my fort, and yours. And what is the 
hoard, our ultimate treasure? It’s that wait-through-the-night trust in God, 
which the Word has created and stowed away in my heart, and yours.

In God’s promise, we have a mobile fortress that goes with us, with fortified 
walls to protect our neighbor-serving faith that God’s Spirit has stashed in our 
hearts. The church building isn’t our fort, but it is a place where God presently 
speaks week in and week out to shelter and protect our greatest treasure. 
Fortifications will come and go, but the Word of the Lord endures forever.

Pastor Zeigler 
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A Monument to God

75th Anniversary memorial of saints 
from Epiphany’s past



PRayER REquEsTs
To be a part of the Prayer Chain
contact Karen Slama at (314) 353.2396.

Homebound
Bonnie Crites
Donna Reek
Mary Mathae
Emilee Sutherlin
Dorothy Zickler 
Kurt & Kathy Zickler

For God’s grace, health & healing 
Vince Birkman
Ken Braniecki (Lisa Birkman’s father) 
Cheryl Cieszynski (Britney Hawk’s mother)
Carolyn Gluesenkamp
Bonny Lang
Kirk Johnson
Rod Schury
Dorothy Zickler
Mary Mathae 
Kathy Zickler 
The Perry & Terral Family (expecting a baby)

Serving as Police Officers
Jonathan Baublitz (Desiree Stout’s brother)
Andrew Kleffner
Mark McMurry

Serving in Military 
Patrick Coil (Mary Kay Sansone’s son) 
Paul Frederich (Shirley Frederich’s grandson)
Aaron Schenone 
David Wheeler (Judy Langdon’s son-in-law)
Adam Welch 
James Welch (Michele’s husband) 

Hannah Hawk ................October 2 
Lynn Dancha ..................October 4
Trinity Langdon ..............October 7
Jim Womack ...................October 8
Lynn Blattner ..................October 9
Nicholas Lee ............... October 18
Michael Williams ........ October 19
Alexander Hodge ....... October 20
Kierra Murray .............. October 22
Anna Horton ................ October 23
John Bernthal .............. October 24
Brunilda Lluka ............. October 25
Kevin Driskell .............. October 27
Robert Dehn ................ October 27
Lucas Hartley .............. October 27
Doug Rapley ............... October 28
Carlin Langdon ........... October 29
Joseph Kirkpatrick ...... October 30
Castle Langdon .......... October 30
Nicki Vitale .................. November 1
Addelynn Stout .......... November 1
Michael Zeigler  ......... November 1
Marlene Kleffner ........ November 3
Vickie Matta ................ November 5
Sabrina Benson ......... November 8
Robert Reynolds......November 11
Emera Mueller .........November 12
Rod Horton...............November 13
Joe Krick ...................November 14
Alketa Mara ..............November 16
Jo-Ann Orr ................November 17
Tony Spain ...............November 26
Charleigh Williams ...November 26
Bill Yaeger ................November 26
Keith Lund ................November 27
Tiffiny Gallo ..............November 27

Andrew & Patricia Kleffner ....... Oct 5
Timothy & Dawn Walters ........... Oct 5
Kevin & Christine Laughlin ....... Oct 9
John & Lorene Tate Sr. ............Oct 12
Richard & Lynn Blattner ..........Oct 17
Anthony & Desiree Stout .........Oct 19

Ronald & Cheryl LaJeuness ...Oct 25
Vince & Lisa Birkman ..............Oct 26
Lynn & Carol Niemeier ..............Nov 8
Kirk & Tina Johnson ................ Nov 17
Mark & Hiromi Senshu Slama .... Nov 27

i OFFER This PRayER
iN ThE NaME OF 

jEsus ChRisT OuR lORd
aMEN
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aNNOuNCEMENTs
Help the Altar Guild
Through donations from the congregation, the Guild supplies 
communion elements and paraments, oil for candles, and flowers.  
We could use some more help providing these items and preparing 
for our worship services. Would you contribute a little extra offering 
in the “Altar Guild” envelope? To learn more, come to our next 
meeting on October 11th at 6 p.m. We hope you will consider 
helping financially and also with your time. Questions? Contact 
Shirley Frederich, 341-868-8432.

Advent Tree Ornament Making
We will be making an Advent Calendar for each family of an 
elementary aged child to take home and enjoy as a countdown to our 
Lord’s birth! Each calendar will have 25 unique ornaments telling 
a story anticipating Christmas. If you enjoy crafting, do consider 
making one of these little ornament designs 25 times! For example, 
if you would select the lesson on the 25th of December, you would 
need to make 25 baby Jesus figures out of a 1/2 inch wooden ball, 
some felt, & some hot glue gunning skills. 

There are lots of options to choose from, a few with paint, a few 
with glue, a few which just require you to know how to tie a knot. 
Regardless of your skill, we have a project you can handle! Talk with 
Amy Zeigler during coffee hour before October 16th.

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML)
We look forward to your generous contributions when the big 
“mite box” will be in the narthex on Oct 16 and 23. Even small 
contributions add up and they go to supporting LWML-sponsored 
mission projects across the world. Also, the LWML is sponsoring a 
cookie sale on Dec 11th. You can help by donating cookies. They 
will be sold at $7/lb. The proceeds will support the mission projects 
of our local LWML.

gROwiNg TOgEThER iN ThE wORd
Tuesdays, 6:30 a.m. 
Men’s Bible Study at Panera on Loughborough & I-55

Wednesdays, 4:30 p.m. 
Junior Confirmation Classes

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. 
Women’s Bible Study at Epiphany

Thursdays, 1o a.m. 
Bible Study and Fellowship at Epiphany

Sundays, 11 a.m. 
Children K-5 –  We’re learning about Jesus’ family 

and making Advent ornaments 

Youth – “Meaningful Worship” in the Grey Room

Older youth & adults – “Profiles in Faith: Martin Luther” in Auditorium

Newer folks – “Welcome to Epiphany” in the Rolly Chair Room

Third Thursdays, 7 p.m. 
Man Cave: darts, washers, food, brotherhood

OuR sTEwaRdshiP
Offerings
Average weekly offerings, Aug – Sept 2016: $2,129
Average weekly offerings needed to support the budget: 
$2,466

Attendance 
Average weekly worship attendance, Aug – Sept 2016: 98

sChEdulEs
DATE

10/2

10/9

10/16

10/23

10/30

11/6

11/13

11/20

11/24

 11/27

ACOLYTE

Hannah Hawk

Brianna Meyer

Alex Pfeuffer

Elise Zeigler

Josiah Zeigler

Will Barnett

Hannah Hawk

Brianna Meyer

Alex Pfeuffer

 Elise Zeigler

ELDERS 

Chris Hartley

Bill Dorsam

Rich Berg

Rod Horton

Chris Pfeuffer

Derek Perry

Chris Hartley

Chris Pfeuffer

 Rod Horton

Rich Berg

ALTAR GUILD

Shirley 
Frederich, 

Julia Blevins                         

and 

Barb  
Schrader

GREETERS

Lynn Dancha

Bruce Miyazaki

Shirley Frederich & Judy Langdon

The Hawk Family

John Bernthal

Patti & Joe Krick

Emanuela & Marsel Cuka

Jennifer & Chris Hartley

 Lynn & George Goetz

Judy Eickhoff
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MEET OuR sEMiNaRy FiEldwORkERs
Concordia Seminary in St Louis, just east of Forrest Park, is one of our church body’s two seminaries. 
“Seminary” means “seed bed.” It’s the place where God makes seedlings begin to grow into “oaks 
of righteousness . . . that He might be glorified” (Isaiah 61:3). Seminary graduates serve as pastors, 
deaconesses, teachers, missionaries, and leaders for the church. Do know someone with the potential to 
serve God in this way? Encourage them! And tell them about our seminaries.

Epiphany partners with Concordia Seminary by serving as a fieldwork location. Currently we have three 
fieldworkers assigned. Most of you know Paul Terral and his family. Take some time to get to know our 
two other workers, one returning and one new.  

Remember Matthew Kusch? He’s back from his internship with his lovely  
wife Hailey. 

Matt, what was a highlight from your vicarage in Kansas? “Establishing 
a nursing home ministry with weekly services and seeing attendance on those 
services grow each week.” 

What excites you about being a pastor? “I look forward to being able to 
share the love of Christ to my future congregation, and to be a positive figure 
in both their spiritual life and in their walk here on earth.” 

And what about this coming year at Epiphany? “I am looking forward to 
continue serving in any capacity . . . and singing in the choir a lot.”

75Th aNNiVERsaRy VidEO
Would you like a DVD of the 75th Anniversary Video? Call the church office and we’ll make 
one for you. Or, you can view the video on Epiphany’s website at www.epiphany-stl.org.

Next meet Travis Ferguson and his lovely wife Amy. Like Matthew, Travis 
is in his 4th year. Also, this summer he was commissioned as chaplain 
candidate in the Air Force. 

Travis, what was a highlight from your vicarage year? “Working as 
a fire and police chaplain in the local community. I enjoyed being able to 
get to talk to people in that line of work who I wouldn’t have been able to 
engage with inside the church. It was also a great way to build connections 
in the community to see how the church could reach outside itself. 

What do you look forward to about being a pastor? ”Being there 
for people during their best and worst times of life, and all the time in 
between. I love preaching, I love engaging with people, and I love serving 
communities in a way that shows the love of Jesus. 

What about this year at Epiphany? I’m looking forward to getting to 
know everyone and learn from each individual member of the congregation, 
whether they’ve been there for 20 years or 2 months. I’m also excited to 
learn from a pastor well known in our seminary community who really 
seems to love people. 

We thank God for our seminaries, for the Terral’s, Kusch’s, and Ferguson’s!
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Matthew and Hailey Kusch

Travis & Amy Ferguson



CONNECTEd aCROss gENERaTiONs
Over the summer we began what I hope will be a new tradition, although 
I hope we don’t wait until next summer to revisit it. What I am talking 
about was our Generations Connect summer program. We met a few 
Wednesdays, then four days one week, all of us, all ages, to sing, pray, 
craft and play, then hear a little from the Word of God. It was family time.  
It was grandparents and grandkids. Moms and dads. Those who still work 
and those who have retired. Those beginning school, and those who are 
experts at being in school. We sang silly songs and wonderful hymns. We 
had science experiments and told stories.  And all the while we grew “up 
in every way into him who is the head, into Christ.”  

I hope we don’t have to wait until next summer to gather this way, 
because it is vital to our life as a church to gather and sing and play 
and grow into Christ. And it is vital to our own faith and life to gather 
with our brothers and sisters in Christ. How then does Generations 
Connect happen outside of the programed summer events? By the 
generations inviting each other over for lunch, or dinner, or s’mores 
or tea and coffee. Try it like George and Lynn did when they invited 
our youth out to the lake. If the generations of Epiphany connect 
with each other and their neighbors for more than a few minutes on 
Sunday morning, what would happen? If the generations gathered 
together to pray and discover the promises of God in His Word with 
one another and desired to know to one another on a deeper level than a “hello, how 
are you?” on Sunday . . . how will this connect the generations of Epiphany and grow 
us up into Him who is our head?  

This was a wonderful time but don’t wait until next summer to meet together. Plan your 
own Generations Connect and make those summer evenings last all year!

In Christ
Paul Terral, Director of Youth-and-Family Ministry

whO dOEsN’T lOVE iCE CREaM
Thank you to everyone who participated in Epiphany’s ice cream social to welcome 
the Woerner Elementary School kindergarteners and their parents. It was a very 
successful event to meet some fresh new faces and welcome them to our community 
showing them God’s work through each of us. 

Do you remember your first day of school or a favorite teacher who made a 
difference in your life? We spoke to several of the students from kindergarten 
through 3rd grade and asked them what their favorite classes were, what they liked 
about school so far and what they liked best about Woerner. More than half of the 
students favorite subject was math and couldn’t wait for that class each day. The 
students all liked being with their classmates and couldn’t say enough wonderful 
things about their teachers. Take a moment to think back on your early school days 
and how your teachers inspired you. These kindergarteners are at the age where 
what we do can inspire and guide them. Just showing them how wonderful God is 
through the support of their teachers and their community can make a difference 
in their lives. 4



COMiNg EVENTs
Youth Retreat – Oct 28th – Oct 30th, Lake of the Ozarks, 
caravanning from Epiphany
We will retreat to Camp Windermere near the Lake of the 
Ozarks. There is a multi-session Bible study based on the 
theme “Rescued,” plus games, fellowship, community building, 
a talent show and worship. We will have servant event time on 
Saturday afternoon. The “Saturday Night Fun Fest” includes a 
bonfire, board games, basketball, music and karaoke.

 

2

9

16

23

 

3

10

17

24

 

4

11

18

25

 

5

12

19

26

 

6

13

20

27

 

7

14

21

28

1

8

15

22

29

 

6

13

20

27

 

7

14

21

28

1

8

15

22

29

2

9

16

23

30

3

10

17

24

4

11

18

25

5

12

19

26

 

suN MON TuE wEd Thu FRi saT

October

November

Church Council
7 p.m.
Epiphany 

Altar Guild Meeting
6 p.m.
Epiphany 

LWML Meeting
11 a.m. – Epiphany
Man Cave Fellowship
7 p.m. – Epiphany 

Thanksgiving

Church Council
7 p.m.
Epiphany

Lutheran Foundation 
Meeting
6 p.m.
Epiphany

First Communion 
Sunday

New Member 
Welcome

Potluck

ESL Class
10:00 a.m. – Epiphany 
Woerner Ballet Class
10:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  
Elders’ Meeting
6:30 p.m. – Epiphany

ESL Class
10:00 a.m. – Epiphany 
Woerner Ballet Class
10:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  
Elders’ Meeting
6:30 p.m. – Epiphany

ESL Class – 10:00 a.m. 
Woerner Ballet Class
10:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Advent Meal & Service
5:30 p.m. – Epiphany
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Youth Retreat 
Registration Due

30 31

        Potluck &
Congregation
Meeting
11 a.m.

        Halloween
     Hut
   5-9 p.m.

Youth Retreat   Youth  
Retreat

Youth Retreat

LWML Meeting
11 a.m. – Epiphany
Man Cave Fellowship
7 p.m. – Epiphany 

ESL Class
10:00 a.m. – Epiphany 
Woerner Ballet Class
10:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

ESL Class
10:00 a.m. – Epiphany 

ESL Class
10:00 a.m. – Epiphany 
Woerner Ballet Class
10:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

ESL Class
10:00 a.m. – Epiphany 
Woerner Ballet Class
10:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

ESL Class
10:00 a.m. – Epiphany 
Woerner Ballet Class
10:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

Mark your calendar
Christmas Party & Cookie Sale: 11 a.m., Dec 11th

Valentines Gift Sale: 11 a.m., Feb 12th

Congregational Meeting: Oct 23rd – to review and 
approve the 2017 budget

Halloween Hospitality Hut: Oct 31st – need volunteers 
for Lost-and-Found Booth and First Aid Station



4045 Holly Hills Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63116

Return Service Requested

O CTOBER-NOVEMBER NEwslETTER

REadiNg BuddiEs
Our correspondent sat down with 12-year-old Elise to learn about her work 
as a volunteer reading buddy for Woerner Elementary School. Last year Elise 
volunteered on Tuesday afternoons to help in a kindergarten class. This year 
she’s working with a second grader named Ella. 

Elise, why did you want to help at Woerner? “Because I thought it was 
a good chance to help other children. Also, because I’ve wanted to be a 
missionary and teacher.” 

What do you do? “I’m helping her so far just with reading a book and then 
summarizing it into a paragraph.” 

What do you enjoy most? “Helping with the class was good last year, but 
working with an individual, I get to know one person and that lots of fun . . . you 
get to know the person better.”

What does Ella enjoy? “She likes horses. And her favorite color is purple . . . 
and gold and pink.” 

What helps Ella best? “Helping her make sentences . . . basically you get the 
main idea of the chapter or paragraph and then place it into a sentence.”

What would you say to someone thinking about being a reading buddy? 
“It’s definitely something you have to commit to. But, in the end it turns out to be lots of fun.  
And you can always tell a change in the student.” 

How do you feel after helping? “Proud . . . you can see them moving on and going really far. 
Yeah, you feel proud, and also happy that you can be a help—help build their future so that they can 
have a good option to see what they want to do when they grow up.”

Talk to Pastor Zeigler to volunteer as a Woerner reading buddy.


