
What an exciting time of ministry at Epiphany Lutheran Church. In the past  
few months, six individuals have been baptized into Christ! Praise God! 
The clearest parallel we can use to understand Baptism is an adoption. In 
Baptism, we are adopted, by God, into His family. Our Father loves His family 
of believers; providing for our needs, protecting us, and loving unconditionally. 
This large family of believers trusts in the direction of their Heavenly Father.  
What a joy it is for others to pass through these waters to be forgiven and adopted into God’s family!
Notice how being saved and becoming an heir (part of family) is written in Titus 3:5-8. “He saved us, not because of 
works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the 
Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we 
might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”
Lazarus Luther Hayter was baptized on June 27th, while Dembe Jaysen (DJ) Irby and Lucy Lynn Staffeld were baptized 
on July 11th. What a joy to see this trio of little babies! May God bless these young ones and their (sleepy) parents.
Nathan Kuzhilla was baptized on July 25th and Christian and Stephanie Mitre on August 1st. Both families have strong 
ties to the country of Albania, which was highlighted in each of their Baptismal services. Lëvdoni Perëndinë (“Praise 
God” in Albanian)!
God’s Spirit is moving at Epiphany. As a congregation, the best way to support those recently adopted into God’s family 
is to pray for them in their walk with Christ. Speak a word of encouragement, write a note, or pick up a gift for your new 
brothers and sisters in Christ. We are FAMILY, united by CHRIST!
We can confidently say (or sing!) I am baptized into Christ; I’m a child of paradise!
In Christ,
Pastor Tim Staffeld
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thethe  STARSTARthe STAR
“We have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship Him.” Matthew 2:2
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VISION Be a community that puts Jesus first, our neighbors second, and ourselves third, 
by gathering to be served by Him so we can grow to love as He loves.

GOD’S OWN CHILD, I GLADLY SAY IT: 
I AM BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST! 
(LUTHERAN SERVICE BOOK 594)
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Over the summer, the Confirmation group decided NOT to take  
a break for the summer. Well, sort of.  

Instead of meeting weekly on Sunday night, the three Confirmands, 
Lucas Boeyink, Donnie Bonzano, and Titus Zeigler dove into the  
book Provoking Proverbs by David Coe. The book explained the  
book of Proverbs through the lens of the 10 Commandments.  
But they did not read it alone! Each confirmand had two male  
mentors that spoke wisdom into their life, checked in on them,  
and prayed with them. Thank you to Rod Horton, Peter Mead,  
and Aaron Steffens for accepting a mentorship role, as well  
as Chris Hartley and Mike Zeigler investing in the process. 

At times, members of the group would get together and play disc  
golf at parks around the city! Disc golf is similar to regular golf,  
but is played with a smaller, plastic frisbee thrown towards a  
basket target. Playing at Jefferson Barracks or Willmore Park  
was a highlight for the group. Praise God for shady courses  
during the St. Louis summer heat! 

These brothers and mentors in Christ grew in their faith in Jesus  
over their study together. During Confirmation the three young 
men have studied the Scriptures, memorized Bible verses, were 
challenged in their faith, and confessed before others their 
commitment to following Jesus. These young men will gather  
again on Sunday nights to prepare for their public testimony at 
Confessions and Confections, as well as the rite of Confirmation.

Pastor Tim Staffeld

Saturday, October 2, 2021
The congregation is invited to attend “Confessions and Confections” on 
Saturday, October 2, on the side lawn of Epiphany. At this outdoor event, 
our confirmands will share their confessions of Christ followed by a dessert 
reception in their honor. If you would like to attend, please RSVP to Carrie 
Beary in the church office. Look for more information and details in the 
Weekly E-Letters and Starlets.

Confessions & Confections

Sunday, October 3, 2021 | 9:30 a.m. Worship Service
On Sunday, October 3, Donnie Bonzano, Lucas Boeyink, and Titus Ziegler 
will be confirmed at the 9:30 a.m. worship service. Please keep these 
young men, their families, and mentors, in your prayers as they conclude 
their confirmation studies over the next few weeks. We look forward to 
celebrating and rejoicing with them on this special day.

Confirmation

PREPARING FOR CONFIRMATION
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Long ago, an aging king knew his time on the throne was coming 
to an end. He had three sons, and wanted to designate the son 
who would best serve the kingdom as his successor.

The king asked his faithful and loyal servant to devise a test to 
determine which son was best qualified to serve as the next king. 

The servant took one of the sons out to a field and gave him a 
bow and arrow. In the center of the field was a dead tree with a 
vulture sitting on a branch. The servant said to the son, “Shoot 
the vulture.” And just as the son was about to let the arrow fly, the 
servant said, “Stop. First tell me what you see.” And the son said, 
“I see a dead tree with a vulture in it.” And the arrow flew and 
missed its mark.

So, the servant took another of the sons out to the same field and 
went through the same process. The servant gave this son a bow 
and arrow and told him to shoot the vulture in the dead tree in the 
center of the field. And just as the son was about to let the arrow 
fly, the servant said, “Stop. First tell me what you see.” And this 
son said, “I see a dead tree, and eight feet from the ground on the 
left of the tree, sitting six feet from the trunk, I see a vulture.” And 
the arrow flew and missed it’s mark.

And the servant took the third son out to the same field, handed 
him the bow and arrow and told him to shoot the vulture.  And just 
as this third son was about to let the arrow fly, the servant said, 
“Stop. First tell me what you see.” And the third son said, “I see 
the place where the wing joins the body.” And the arrow flew and 
the vulture fell and the third son became the next king.

Most congregations only see a dead tree with a vulture. They 
have a vague sense of their purpose as people of God in their 
community. And they miss the mark. Some congregations see 
a vulture six feet from the trunk and eight feet off the ground. 
They come closer to the mark. And the rare congregation sees 
the place where the wing joins the body, and they effectively and 
efficiently live out what it means to be the Church in their locale.

Epiphany is currently engaged in a process to help us see where 
the wing joins the body.

Max Biesenthal

Strategic Planning Visioning Event

Visioning is a process 
to discover God’s vision 
for our congregation. 
We hope you had a chance to take the 
Strategic Planning Survey which will 
help us begin the process of forming 
the mission and direction of Epiphany 
in the coming months and years.
Thank you for your participation!
The survey is the first step in the 
process and will assist our  
Visioning Team.

Please join Us
Visioning Dinner & Event
Wednesday, September 8, 2021
5:45 – 8:00 p.m.
Please plan to join us for a very 
special evening. We will begin with 
dinner and then continue with small 
group conversations about the 
mission and vision of Epiphany  
in the years to come.
If you are planning to attend, please 
RSVP to Carrie in the Church Office.

TELL ME WHAT 
YOU SEE
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Lexington, home of the Kentucky Derby, opened 
its gates to host the Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League’s Convention this June. “Running the 
Race….Looking to Jesus” was the theme of the 
event, one that applies also to Epiphany’s new 
partner ministry, Selah Textiles.

One year old this summer and growing, Selah 
Textiles is a social entrepreneurship that uplifts 
foreign-born and under-resourced populations 
through the creation and sales of tea towels and 
other textiles. Proceeds from purchased textiles 
support tutoring programs for the children of these 
communities in our city. The towels are designed, 
printed, and folded with care from their team of 10 
young women. As the program grew through the 
year, so did the notion that Selah should attend the 
LWML Convention in order to share their stories 
of what they have learned in their ministry this far, 
learn from other exhibitors and their ministries at 
the convention, and deepen relationships between 
the team’s young women. 

In the spring, Selah began having conversations 
with congregations including Epiphany, asking for 
them to support this vision. Gifts of encouragement 
began to trickle in, turning the notion into a goal. 
June arrived and with it, almost all of the funding 
was provided, and it was time to collect permission 
forms and packed suitcases to load up the van. 
Selah Textiles had a team of eleven women – eight 
young women and three chaperones representing 
their program at the exhibit hall. 

Four energizing days were spent in Lexington, 
and the Selah team encountered many first time 
experiences there. For some, it was their first 
time in Kentucky. For others, it was their first time 
eating at a restaurant. A few commented that it was 
the first time they ever felt confident to approach 
people in conversation, and were learning to enjoy 
it at the exhibit hall. Two girls experienced their first 
live radio interview as KFUO asked them to share 
about Selah Textiles during “The Coffee Hour” 

program. One young lady was 
even asked to model an outfit 
from Cameroon for one  
of the speaker events – also a 
first. Several had a first glance 
at the depth and width of the 
ministries that LWML has 
supported around the world. 

All these new experiences and moments of 
learning are skills developed and ideas forming  
for these young women’s lifetime. However, all 
of the team would agree that the most impactful 
moments spent in the city together was the time 
spent sprawled out in the hotel hallway gathered 
around the Word of God. Each morning and 
evening, one of the team members led a bible 
study for the group. Meaningful conversations 
about Jesus and his truths were shared, faith was 
strengthened, and prayers were offered often in 
both English and Swahili. 

Selah Textiles has just started running their race, 
serving young women and the communities of St. 
Louis. The trip to Lexington tightly wove together 
the ministry’s team and enriched the fabric of their 
faith, supporting their focus to always look to Jesus.

Amy Zeigler

RUNNING THE RACE....LOOKING TO JESUS
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One can never go wrong with bonding over food and some 
Jesus time! Out of a desire to continue building more close 
and authentic relationships with their peers and community, 
ELC’s youth started a monthly event that involved visiting 
each other’s homes (as well as other members of the ELC 
community) to share a meal and fellowship. 

The first meal was hosted by the Hawks, and there were 
a total of seven youths; and of course, the occasion was 
graced by baby Hawk (Mimi)! The youth bonded over board 
games and a delicious dinner. Baby Hawk was such a great 
host as she enjoyed hanging out with the cool kids and 
showing off her toy house along with its appliances. The 
following month was hosted at Sunita’s house, and the youth 
learned how to make a popular African meal called Okra 
Soup and Fufu. Sunita’s mom was excited to have the youth 
over, mainly because that was an opportunity to show off her 
garden. She gave the youth a tour of the garden and shared 
about her crops that are native to Africa. After the tour, 
dinner was served and Sunita’s mom was so impressed that 
the youth were willing to try Okra Soup and Fufu; it made an 
impression on her. 

She stated in Liberian Pidgin, “wow, leh 
children neh tri oh! I can’t believe leh eah 
leh foo, ehn ah geh plenty pepper oh! Leh 
really tri.” Translation: “I am impressed 
that the kids were able to eat the food, 
especially considering that it was spicy!” 

After dinner, the Hawks came prepared with board games!

The youth joined together at Olivia’s house on Friday,  
August 13th. Her parents couldn’t wait to host ELC’s youth! 
This also provided an opportunity to spend some time with  
Olivia and her family. 

Sunita Manu

FAITH, FUN AND FOOD

AS CHRIST HAS TAUGHT US,

Romans 12:10
ourselves

another

in

and

one another

one

Be todevoted

above

Love:
Honor

“

”

let us
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In early June, Epiphany hosted a 
Vacation Bible School program 
for the children of Christian 
Friends of New Americans 
(CFNA). CFNA is an organization 
that works to provide assistance 
to new immigrants and refugees 
in St. Louis. We spent the week 
working with the children of 
these families. Over the course 
of three days, we led these kids 
through a number of games and 
activities that aimed to teach them 
about the vastness of God’s love, 
focusing especially on Ephesians 
3:18. We had youth from across 
the city volunteer with us as 
a part of Identity Youth Week, 
all of whom shared the same 
enthusiasm for sharing God’s 
love and his word. 

Throughout the week, kids 
participated in a variety of 
activities and lessons. Houses 
were built from jelly beans and 
toothpicks, intense relays were 
conducted, and there was 
singing and dancing galore. In 
the afternoon, everyone, kids 
and youth alike, played soccer 
together, jump roped, played in 
volleyball circles, or simply sat  
 

and talked. The real connections 
that were formed perfectly 
displayed how fellowship can 
help to bring us together as 
Christ’s people.

Perhaps the most gratifying part 
of the experience was not the 
connections that we were able 
to make with these kids, but the 
knowledge that some of them had 
a truly meaningful experience. 
For example, on the morning of 
the third day, I was informed that 
two brothers had asked to be 
baptized. It is extremely special to 
know that we had helped them, 
if only a little bit, in their journey 
with Christ. By the end of the 
week, there were kids asking 
genuine questions about God, 
truly seeking to understand what 
we were trying to show them. 

While the event only lasted three 
days, it was a memorable three 
days. They were filled with fun 
and laughter, just as time with 
CFNA often is. It is extremely 
gratifying to share the word of 
God and it was wonderful to 
provide these kids with a Christ 
centered experience.

Susanna Boeyink

may have power, 
together with all 
the Lord’s holy 
people, to grasp 
how wide and 
long and high 
and deep is the 
love of Christ
           Ephesians 3:18
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SEPTEMBER
Emilee Sutherlin .......................... Sep 1
Dominic Welch ............................ Sep 3
Kay Poppen .................................. Sep 8
Victoria Cuka ..............................Sep 10
Karen Tindal ...............................Sep 10
Elise Zeigler ...............................Sep 10
Marylin Brenk .............................Sep 11
George Lluka .............................Sep 11
Ana Irby .......................................Sep 24
Sydney Krus ...............................Sep 25

OCTOBER
Algerta Kuzhilla ............................ Oct 1
Hannah Hawk  ..............................Oct 2
Juniper Perry  ................................Oct 3
Lynn Dancha  ................................Oct 4
Trinity Langdon  ............................Oct 7
Vanessa Riley  ...............................Oct 7
Erik Carter  ..................................Oct 11
Avery Lawrence  .........................Oct 15
Angela Lluka  ..............................Oct 18
Anna Horton  .............................. Oct 23
Courtney Staffeld  ..................... Oct 23
Max Biesenthal .........................  Oct 24
Brunilda Lluka  ........................... Oct 25
Lucas Boeyink  .......................... Oct 27
Douglas Rapley  ........................ Oct 28
Rasheedah Krus  ....................... Oct 29
Carlin Langdon  ......................... Oct 29
Chris Tongay .............................  Oct 29
Castle Langdon ........................  Oct 30

SEPTEMBER
Michael & Chelsea Lawrence .........Sep 15
Michael & Linda Meyer .................... Sep 23
Mark & Becky Hagen....................... Sep 27
Fred & Pat Wachter ......................... Sep 27

OCTOBER
Tony & Desiree Stout ........................ Oct 19
Chris & Christine Tongay ................. Oct 21
Vince & Lisa Birkman ....................... Oct 26

ATTENDANCE

Average Sunday Worship 
Attendance for 2021
Through August 1, 2021

STEWARDSHIP
2021 Offering Budget – $150,000 or $2,885/week
Budget through August 1, 2021 – $89,435
Actual through August 1, 2021 – $61,924
Difference through August 1, 2021 – $27,511
2021 Average Weekly Offerings through August 1 – $1,998
Weekly Amount Needed from August 2-December 31 – $4,074

H A P P Y  A N N I V E R S A RY

66



4045 Holly Hills Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63116

Return Service Requested

SEPTEMBER – OCTOBER 2021

MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID TRAINING
Just as training is required to properly handle a medical emergency (First Aid/CPR), caring for 
someone during a mental health emergency also requires proper training. Whether at work, at 
church, in our communities, or in our homes, mental health issues are all around us, and we 
need to be prepared to handle them. Join us for Mental Health First Aid training presented by 
Lutheran Family and Children’s Services.

Through this Nationally accredited training, you will learn how to recognize the common signs 
and symptoms of prominent mental illnesses; how to understand the impact of traumatic 
experiences and the role of resilience in our mental health development; how to connect 
people to helpful resources; to have an action plan for treating non-crisis and crisis mental 
health emergencies until professional help can arrive; and, appropriate methods for self-care.

Saturday, October 16, 2021
9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Epiphany Lutheran Church – Fellowship Hall
$10 per person
Go to the online payment page at www.elcstl.org or remit it to the office of Epiphany Lutheran Church. 
Please make sure to indicate that your payment is for Mental Health First Aid Training.

Register online under the events tab on our website at www.elcstl.org or you can contact the 
church office.

Registration ends September 1, 2021. Please contact Britney Hawk with any questions.


