the STAR

“We have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship Him.” Matthew 2:2

NOVEMBER – DECEMBER 2021

AFTER THESE THINGS I LOOKED, AND
BEHOLD, A GREAT MULTITUDE WHICH
NO ONE COULD COUNT, FROM EVERY
NATION AND ALL TRIBES AND PEOPLES
AND TONGUES, STANDING BEFORE THE
THRONE AND BEFORE THE LAMB…
REVELATION 7:9

Praise God for the newest members added to Epiphany’s family of Jesus-followers! Essie Campbell, Beauty Kue,
Sunita Manu, and Jim & Millie Allen have all been welcomed in by profession of their Christian faith.
All new members took part of a class that spanned the length of the summer. Due to summer scheduling difficulties,
the class was non-linear, meaning the class skipped around on topics based on who was present. The students all
completed the four necessary classes that covered the topics of the Trinity, God’s Word, the Sacraments, and Worship/
Church. Certain members of the Council presented on their workings at Epiphany to highlight ways to get involved.
Essie Campbell and Beauty Kue are familiar names around Epiphany. The timing worked for them both to go through the
class and deepen their faith in Jesus. Beauty has four wonderful children named Janessa, Nanette, Nathalie, and Fred Jr.
Essie and Beauty were excited to formalize their membership at Epiphany and celebrate in all the gifts of our church!
Sunita Manu, Director of Youth and Family at Epiphany, met with Pastor over the summer every other week to read
the book Being Lutheran by Trevor Sutton. They had in-depth talks about the Lutheran faith. Sunita’s fiancé Cyril has
finished his work at Concordia Seminary and was a big help for Sunita in grasping the Lutheran faith. Sunita was eager
to become a member at Epiphany Lutheran as she daily grows in her faith.
Jim and Millie Allen do not have a long commute to their new church home. From their front porch, you can see
Epiphany. Jim and Millie found Epiphany to be a welcoming congregation devoted to the mission and teachings of Jesus
Christ. As they sit on their front porch listening to the bells ring, they can now claim them as their own church!
In Christ,
Pastor Tim Staffeld

VISION

Be a community that puts Jesus first, our neighbors second, and ourselves third,
by gathering to be served by Him so we can grow to love as He loves.

Epiphany Lutheran Church
4045 Holly Hills Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63116

Pastor Tim Staffeld

Office: (314) 752-7065
Fax: (314) 752-7066

Email: church@elcstl.org
Website: elcstl.org

Sunday Worship: 9:30 am
Fellowship: 10:30 am
Education Hour: 10:45 am

GOD’S VISION FOR
OUR CONGREGATION

Our church gathered for a meal and facilitated discussion by Rev. Mark Frith of
Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF). The night began with a delicious meal
catered by Biggie’s of south city. Thank you to Diane Berg, Olivia Finley, Pat
Wachter, and Carrie Beary for their work in planning the meal and prepping the
room. It was a blast to eat and meet with members of our church!
Rev. Mark Frith led the congregation through a list of exploratory questions to
facilitate discussion at the tables. Each table had a member of the Visioning
Team listening and taking notes. The groups talked about the community around
us, the relationships within the congregation, and the group God has brought
together at Epiphany. The tables worked through a discussion of their greatest
hope for their neighborhood and church.
The Visioning Team met the following week to discuss what they heard around
their tables at the event. Words that were heard at every table included: family,
connected, relational, home, hopeful, and dedicated. The group will continue
working with Rev. Mark Frith to work through the strategic planning process.
May the Lord direct our steps!
Pastor Tim Staffeld

WOERNER COAT DRIVE
The Missouri heat continues to linger, but winter is just around
the corner. Help us to keep the students at Woerner Elementary
School warm this winter by donating new and gently used hats,
coats and mittens, during the months of October and November.
Many of the students at Woerner come from immigrant and
refugee families who are not used to our cold winters. The hats,
coats, and mittens will be given to Principal Meyer, and she
will distribute them as needed. Donations can be placed in the
designated bin in the Narthex or brought to the church office. If
you would like to make a financial donation and have someone
else do the shopping for you, please contact Britney H.

Thank you for your continued compassion and
assistance in serving our neighbors!!
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Upcoming Events

All Saints Day Recognized
Sunday, November 7, 2021
Daylight Savings Time Ends –
Set your clocks back 1 hour!)

Confirmation Class Kick-Off
Sunday, November 7, 2021
5:00 – 7:00 p.m.
1st meeting for both Parents &
Students for the Confirmation
Classes of 2023 & 2024.

MEET DANIEL BUECKMAN
Daniel, what were you doing before coming
to Seminary?
Before coming to seminary, I was finishing up my undergraduate
degree at the University of Tennessee in Human Resources
Management with a concentration in International Business.
I had been working at UPS for all 4 years of undergrad, and I
was about to become a driver after I graduated and had even
been offered some substantial jobs at other well-known
companies before I took the call to come to Seminary.
How’s the transition been? What’s something you’re
enjoying about St Louis?

Carondelet String Quartet
Concert
Saturday, November 13, 2021
3:00 p.m.
Epiphany Lutheran Church

Decorate the Sanctuary
for Christmas
Sunday, November 21, 2021
After Worship
Please plan to join us after worship
to help us decorate the Sanctuary for
Christmas. Look for more details in
upcoming Starlet’s on Sundays and in
the Weekly E-Letter on Wednesdays.

The transition has been pretty good overall. I have been enjoying
living in a new state and getting to meet new people. There are a
lot of new things here that I have not experienced, but I am ready
for it, like my first St. Louis Winter… :) While I miss the Smoky
Mountains, I have enjoyed getting to explore and get a feel for
how life is in a big city.

Congregational Christmas Party

How are you hoping to grow as a disciple of Jesus as
you serve at Epiphany?

Christmas Caroling

I am hoping to learn how to fulfil more of the practical side of
what being a pastor really entails. I do look for how to better
communicate God’s Word, and also how the rest of the week
looks for the pastor and the work that is done. So far, I have
been able to pick up on several things from watching and
talking with Pastor Tim, but I look forward to learning more!

Sunday, December 12, 2021
After Worship
Look for more details in upcoming
Starlet’s on Sundays and in the Weekly
E-Letter on Wednesdays.

Sunday, December 12, 2021
5:00 – 7:00 p.m.
You are invited to join our Confirmation
Class Youth go Christmas Caroling in
the neighborhoods around Epiphany.
Look for more details in upcoming
Starlet’s on Sundays and in the Weekly
E-Letter on Wednesdays.
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GETTING TO KNOW JOSH
Josh, we heard you recently got engaged!
Tell us about her.
My Fiancé Anna and I met during my senior year
at Concordia College New York. Our relationship
is built on our love for Christ and our love to
serve others. Anna’s compassionate heart leads
her and her talents in the arts has made many
people rejoice with gladness. Her calling to
be a Lutheran Teacher matches well with her
uniqueness, as God will use Anna to strengthen
the faith of young hearts in our schools. She is
finishing up her Bachelors degree at Concordia
University Wisconsin and will be student teaching
at Christ Community Lutheran School in Kirkwood.
She is involved in the community at Concordia
Wisconsin, as she attends compline, youth-ministry
and recently found a local church. Since the past
couple of visits, the hospitality you all have shown
her left her feeling at home at Epiphany. Thank
you for that! I am excited for how God will form my
lovely bride-to-be and I am absolutely excited to
have Anna at Epiphany more next semester!
What have you gotten to know more deeply
about God over this last year in St. Louis?
As I was uprooted last year, it was hard to figure
out how to replant Joshua. When one feels
uprooted, it can be challenging to be planted back
into the ground. Sometimes the roots aren’t strong
enough to hold on, and sometimes the ground is
not fertile. Luckily, I had a place to plant myself
in God’s house. All my joyful moments, my times
of growth and my place of comfort were all at
Epiphany. It is truly a home away from home! As
I grew my roots at Epiphany, I experienced God’s
hand at work in my life. From the people I gained
as family, to the moments of clarity in worship
and outreach to the community—God’s Spirit
guided and guarded me. I was able to seek
refuge at Epiphany and being surrounded by
those who hear me and encourage me in my faith.
I learned more about God’s community and I grew
with you all every step of the way. Thank you, my
Epiphany family :)
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How has serving at Epiphany helped you
get a better sense of God’s calling for you?
I would say that I am still discerning this question—
Josh did not know he was going to be a pastor
at age three! I have felt the calling to be with the
people, in the trenches, not from the headquarters.
I have also felt the calling to the church’s mission
(domestic and global). Epiphany’s involvement
with IDENTITY gave me a clarity moment for my
discernment—I even had spoken to Anna about
missionary work in Saint Louis, and our future
together. God equips us with His gifts each
Sunday from His proclamation of the Gospel,
His words of absolution and the forgiveness of
sins through His body and blood—so that we may
continue to walk in His ways, 24/7, 7 days a week,
365 days a year! From assisting in worship, leading
bible study, teaching the young hearts and minds in
Sunday school and being active in our community
outreach gave me the push to discern even greater
than I have before! I have no final conclusion just
yet, but feel free to pick my brains during fellowship
time today after worship—I am more than happy
to share more with you! Thank you for keeping the
spark alive in me for the mission of church!

FAITH, SCHOLARSHIP
AND COMMUNITY

Congratulations

DEA KUZHILLA

There is no
greater asset than
Faith and
Belief in yourself

Every year, selected
students are awarded the
Henry Manu Memorial
Scholarship Fund to assist
with their education at
Lutheran High School
South. This year, our
very own Dea Kuzhilla, a
member of our Epiphany
family, was one of the recipients of the Henry Manu Memorial
Scholarship Fund. As a recipient, Dea will receive $1,000
towards her tuition at Lutheran South.
The Henry Manu Memorial Scholarship Fund is an
endowment created following the death of Henry (the
nephew of Sunita Manu) and his friend in 2016. Henry was
a senior at Lutheran South and a member of the football and
basketball team. He was also a member of Timothy Lutheran
Church. Henry had an unwavering spirit of joy, and was
known for sharing his faith with those around him. With faith
being an important part of who Henry was, the scholarship
fund was established to support the educational expense
of students as they grow spiritually while receiving an
excellent education.
This award is renewable based on Dea’s academic
performance. The renewable process helps keep Henry’s
family connected with Dea to ensure that her academics are
okay and that she is receiving the support needed to be the
next generation of Christian leaders. As a family, Epiphany
rejoices with Dea as she continues to grow in a Christian
environment where the Word of God is preached and taught
according to our Confession. This teaching is what Henry
received at Lutheran South, and his family – with the help of
donors and the Lutheran High School Association, desires
to give the same opportunity to students like him.
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O come, let us
sing to the Lord.
Let us make a
joyful noise to
the Rock of
our salvation.
The Venite

Mothers and dads!
Louds crying babies!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Cousins and friends!
Loud growing children!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
He has done marvelous things.
I too will praise him with a new song!
Workers and boss!
Loud clacking keyboards!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Burgers and grills!
Loud hungry neighbors!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
He has done marvelous things.
I too will praise him with a new song!
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I TOO WILL PRAISE HIM WITH A NEW SONG
“Oh, you don’t want to hear me sing.
I can’t carry a tune in a bucket!”
This or something like it is the most
common response I get when
asking someone if they want to join
the choir. But I don’t judge anyone
for not joining choir. We all have
differing gifts and abilities from God.
But what about the invitation from
the Venite? “O come, let us SING
to the Lord.” It would seem like it
doesn’t matter if we are talented
singers or can’t carry a tune in a
bucket. We are called to sing praises
to God one way or the other. That’s
what choir is all about, and in a way, it
is what the Christian life is all about.
The more I think of what praising
God looks like, the more I am drawn
to one of my least favorite hymns,
817 Earth and All Stars (Look it up).
When I was a kid, I could not stand
this hymn. It made no sense to me.
What sound does a rushing planet
make? Apparently a loud one. How
do snowstorms, leaves, and stone
beams, engines, and hammers sing
praise to the Lord? They have no
mouths. What is their song? Then
I read Psalm 148. So many things
without mouths are praising the Lord!
Trees, mountains, stars, snow. How?
Verses 5-6 explain. “Let them praise
the name of the LORD! For he
commanded and they were created.

And he established them forever and
ever, he gave a decree, and it shall
not pass away.” All of these things,
whether they can sing vocally or not,
sing praises to the Lord when they
are doing what they were made to
do. Snowstorms snow; leaves rustle
in the wind; stone beams support the
building; engines power the cars;
hammers help us to join two boards.
All of these praise the Lord who
made them, and so they shall forever.
How much more is this true for you
and me? God has made us for more
than singing, and whenever we do
what God has made us to do in
this world, that is when we sing his
praises. What were you made to do?
Look to all the relationships that you
have in your life. You have children,
parents, brothers, sisters, bosses,
those subordinate to you, friends,
neighbors, classmates, customers,
and more. You were made to love
and serve these people, and when
you do, you too sing to the Lord a
new song. The choir at Epiphany
loves to sing to the Lord, but our
physical song, is the simplest of
praises that we offer. We all look
forward to living lives of song
together at Epiphany as we build one
another up in Christ for service to our
families, church, and community.
Benjamin Hayter

NOVEMBER
Addelynn Stout............................. Nov 1
Nicki Vitale..................................... Nov 1
Michael Zeigler............................. Nov 1
Marlene Kleffner........................... Nov 3
Harvey Staffeld............................. Nov 4
Vickie Meshreky........................... Nov 5
Robert Reynolds........................ Nov 11
Abbey Bonzano.......................... Nov 13
Rod Horton III............................. Nov 13
Joe Krick...................................... Nov 14
Alketa Mara................................. Nov 16
Rhonda Jones............................. Nov 18
Janessa Kue................................ Nov 26
Tiffiny Gallo................................. Nov 27

DECEMBER
Paul Gallo...................................... Dec 1
Josiah Zeigler............................... Dec 3
Adeline Perry................................ Dec 6
Lazien Mitre................................... Dec 7
Michael Meyer.............................. Dec 8
Billy Barnett.................................Dec 11
Linda Meyer.................................Dec 13
Jonah Wheeler............................Dec 14
Chelsea Lawrence.....................Dec 15
Susie Boeyink.............................Dec 20
Nathan Kuzhilla...........................Dec 20
Barbara Troup.............................Dec 21
Amy Zeigler.................................Dec 22
Ron Diederichs..........................Dec 23
Dea Kuzhilla................................Dec 23
Miriam Hawk...............................Dec 24
Judy Langdon..............................Dec 25
Adam Welch................................Dec 26
Aaron Reynolds..........................Dec 27
Donata Berg................................Dec 30
Jay Marvin....................................Dec 30
Christian Mitre............................Dec 31

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
NOVEMBER
Kirk & Tina Johnson...........................Nov 17
Tim & Courtney Staffeld....................Nov 23

DECEMBER
Hady & Vickie Matta...........................Dec 17
Jack & Britney Hawk..........................Dec 19

ATTENDANCE

66

Average Sunday Worship
Attendance for 2021
Through September 26, 2021

STEWARDSHIP
2021 Offering Budget – $150,000 or $2,885/week
Budget through September 26, 2021 – $112,515
Actual through September 26, 2021 – $74,515
Difference through September 26, 2021 – $38,000
Average Weekly Offerings through September 26, 2021 – $1,911
Weekly Amount Needed from October 3-December 31 – $5,807
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4045 Holly Hills Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63116

Return Service Requested
NOVEMBER – DECEMBER 2021

HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEUDULE
Thanksgiving Day

Thursday, November 25, 2021
Worship with Communion, 9:30 a.m.

Advent Worship & Dinners
Wednesdays in December –
December 1, 8, & 15
Dinner at 5:30 p.m.
Worship 6:30 p.m.

Christmas Eve Worship Service
Friday, December 24, 2021
5:30 p.m.
11:00 p.m.
With Communion at both services

Christmas Day Worship Service
Saturday, December 25, 2021
9:30 a.m., with Communion

